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border, not to secure it. In reality, 
these open border policies have created 
one of the worst border crises in his-
tory. 

According to U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection, this August alone, 
208,887 people were apprehended trying 
to illegally enter our country through 
the southern border, which is a 317 per-
cent increase from last August. It is 
really a big problem, Madam Speaker. 

Since February of 2021, the agency 
says more than 1.2 million people have 
been apprehended illegally crossing the 
border. That staggering statistic rep-
resents more than the entire Pasco or 
Pinellas Counties, which are in my 
congressional district. I represent 
them. 

When I was at the border a few 
months ago, Madam Speaker, the CBP 
agents I spoke with made it clear that 
they weren’t even making a dent when 
it came to capturing the historic num-
ber of people who are illegally entering 
our country or with seizing the ex-
traordinary volume of drugs that are 
flowing across the border. 

That is truly unfathomable when you 
consider that CBP has seized 724 
pounds of fentanyl and 595 pounds of 
heroin so far in fiscal year 2021. 

These deadly drugs don’t just stay in 
communities along the border. They 
are spread throughout the country into 
communities like mine in the Tampa 
Bay area. These drugs are ruining and 
claiming countless lives, Madam 
Speaker. In fact, Florida currently 
ranks second in the Nation for over-
dose deaths. 

These are our neighbors and members 
of our family who are dying. We have 
to take action now. 

In addition to drugs, weapons and hu-
mans are being trafficked through the 
border. Human traffickers are making 
an estimated $15 million a day. I am 
concerned for these victims, many of 
whom are children. 

The root causes of this crisis are 
clear. President Biden’s disastrous im-
migration policies are to blame. His 
administration stopped building the 
wall, brought back catch-and-release, 
and tried to get rid of the remain in 
Mexico policy. 

The President himself has actually 
articulated a new openness toward mi-
grants; something the leaders of Cen-
tral America point to as a root cause of 
the crisis they are seeing. 

The situation at the border is a dan-
gerous, unmitigated disaster, Madam 
Speaker. 

Especially now, as our enemies feel 
emboldened by what recently tran-
spired in Afghanistan, we have to se-
cure our border as a matter of national 
security. 

f 

HISTORIC INVESTMENTS IN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the work Congress 

is undertaking to make historic invest-
ments in our Nation’s infrastructure 
and create millions of good-paying jobs 
in communities across our country, 
coast to coast, communities just like 
mine. 

Cities like Toledo, Sandusky, Lorain, 
Lakewood, Cleveland, Parma, for too 
long have received far fewer resources 
than are needed to keep pace with life 
in this 21st century. 

As we look around our country right 
now, we bear witness to historic water 
shortages in Lake Mead. On the other 
hand, in my region of the country, we 
have historic high water levels in the 
Great Lakes. Meanwhile, we have rag-
ing wildfires in California. We have 
watched power blackouts in Texas; tor-
rential rains and flooding in New York 
City, in Dearborn, Michigan, and rural 
farmlands outside Nashville; as well as 
hurricanes that have been ravaging 
States throughout the Gulf of Mexico. 

Truly, in this new century, we must 
set a firmer course to sustain life in 
our country and, yes, sustain life on 
Mother Earth herself. 

As a Representative from the Great 
Lakes, I can say without a shadow of a 
doubt that Lake Erie and the econo-
mies and people who truly rely on it 
face growing environmental challenges 
unlike any we have seen before. 

The Great Lakes are the largest 
source of freshwater on Earth, and 
surely on this continent. They are re-
sponsible for transporting our Nation’s 
heavy manufacturing materials from 
ports to factories, support our commer-
cial and defense capabilities, and serve 
as the lifeblood for our industrial 
heartland. 

But the changing climate is impact-
ing these majestic waters, requiring 
sizable investments to correct and 
overcome. 

Recently, the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee included 
$350 million for a new state-of-the-art— 
get ready—Great Lakes heavy ice-
breaker for our region. Some Members 
of Congress said, ‘‘Oh, you have ice?’’ 
Let me tell you, in the winter, yes, we 
do. This investment will ensure that 
for decades to come the thousands of 
miles of shipping lanes of the Great 
Lakes and the Saint Lawrence Seaway, 
our Nation’s longest coastline, are nav-
igable, and that the materials that 
make our country run are able to be 
delivered and that our freshwater 
bounty is preserved for the future. 

I want to especially thank Chairman 
PETER DEFAZIO of the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee for tak-
ing up this request from our bipartisan 
House Great Lakes Task Force. 

As co-chair of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water, 
our members delivered the funding bill 
necessary to turbocharge investments 
in coastal resiliency across our coun-
try; in home weatherization programs, 
as climate changes from coast to coast; 
to modernize the Soo Locks, essential 
for industry as well as the defense of 
this Nation; and to focus on next-gen-

eration energy, solar energy tech-
nology, and technologies we are invent-
ing. In hydrogen, in various types of 
thermal water technologies there is so 
much where America will lead the 
world in inventions for the future. 

To succeed, we have to make sure 
these investments make it through 
this Congress and that infrastructure 
investment makes it to President 
Biden’s desk. Old infrastructure is 
crumbling, as our climate is changing, 
and we are running out of time. 

We know that a functioning Soo 
Locks system between Lake Superior 
and the rest of the Great Lakes, for ex-
ample, supports more than 11 million 
jobs. That is a ‘‘wow’’ by any measure. 

And we know that clean energy tech-
nologies, like solar and wind, are vital 
to powering our Nation and producing 
clean and affordable energy, and build-
ing our future right here, right now at 
home. 

In northern Ohio, we have brilliant 
workers at innovative companies like 
Toledo Solar and First Solar that are 
developing the revolutionary solar pan-
els that will power homes, businesses, 
and factories in every corner of our Na-
tion. 

We are literally building the change 
forward right now, providing for our 
domestic energy security and inde-
pendence. 

But companies like these need work-
ers, and workers need training, and 
that is what the infrastructure and 
jobs bill will allow us to do, build back 
better for America’s tomorrow, as 
President Biden knows we must. 

We are talking about good-paying, 
middle-class jobs. We are talking about 
investing in climate resilience and en-
vironmental conservation that restores 
communities, puts people to work, and 
ensures our families have wages that 
meet their needs and allow them to 
buy the vitals they need for life. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
SHERWOOD BOEHLERT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. TENNEY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of 
my former Congressman, Sherwood 
Boehlert, affectionately known by ev-
eryone as Sherry. 

Sherry was a devout public servant 
who passed away last week at the age 
of 84. After serving in the United 
States Army, his love for his commu-
nity and State led him to begin his ca-
reer in public service. He was elected as 
the Oneida County Executive in 1979. 
He was then elected to represent our 
community in the House of Represent-
atives in 1983 and served for 24 years, 
until 2006. 

Throughout his time in Congress, 
Sherry was committed to representing 
our region to the best of his ability. He 
returned home whenever he could. In 
2001, he was elected chair of the House 
Committee on Science, a coveted posi-
tion that built on his love of nature 
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